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Robotics team’s mission 1s Mars

The Circuit Breakers
at Clark Magnet
High contribute to

a long-term mural
project by artist.

By Angela Hokanson
HewsPress

I ralaisties Liam at
| Clark Magnet |

School, the Circui
Breakirs, learned Wednes-
day about the Mars Explora-
tion Kover mission al tha fet
Propulsion Laboratory, but
i final praduct from the
studenta’ visit may mot be
finishaod for years, when a
natinmal mural prajeet is
instalbed in & former mill
tawn in Compecticun,

The robotics Leam is one of
a handiul of student groups.
neross the couniry helplg o
create the American Mural
Project under the guldance
af artist Elen Gricsediock,
The mural, which is expecied
o be 120 fect long and 458
feet high, and will be hoased
i Winsted, Conn,, is & trib-
ute to the inventiveness and
determinstian sl Amerlcon
warkers, Griescdieck sald.

She started working on the
mural in V998, and i may be
anaiher cight years hefore
the mammaih praject is
finished, she said,

Griesedieck ks trnveling 1o
every state in the couniry la
et peaple invalved in the
creaiion of the mosrml

“She's working with siu-
dends all across the couniry
i do represeniative art
prajecis for all the different
types of work people do,®
sabd Mary Baerg, deputy lead
lor the Mars Public Ergaype-
ment program ol [P,

The Clrculi Breakers team
will be warking specilically
o craft a portion of the
Space Studies project, a 13-
boys D= Toeot section im the
middle af the mural that is
dedicated io MASAS milssion
v Mars that began in H003
with the Spirit and Gpporiu-
nity rovers and cantinugs
uakay.

So fur, Griesedicck has

TR AHBOTT Miewcs Foeis

Rob Steele, a software engineer for the Mars Science Laboratory a1 JPL, describes fo the westing Clark Magnet students

Wednesday how an older Mars rover, the "Rochy Exght,” functions.

i rel stambenin in Texas,
Arizonm, Ohio and Fherida
wiilly acientists and engineers
whno helped send the rovers
1o Mars i 20003,

Griesedieck’s goal s 1o
involve scientises from all
the NASA centers that helped
create the Mars rovers, aml
1o bring siudents in o ercate
are 1 represent this auber-
space accnplishiment.

“Their anly limitation is @
stay within the parameters of
the overall painting.” Griese-
dieck said, “You don’t wan
ta lmit them,”

Griesedieck selected the
Clreuit Broakers a1 Clark
becouse [I'L sclentisis wio
were Invalved with the Mars
rovers have acied as mentors
1o the school's robatics
eam,

“Thev've worked with

these prople, bl ithey'se
tever really seen what they
gl sadd Chuck DeVare, who
teaches math at Clark and
adwises the school's robotics
L.

The Clark students did a
“lile-cyele™ tour of 1ML an

ing: for the Spirit and Oppor
tunity rovers, told siodents
bt ihie imporiance of
building a team of diverss
thinkers when undertaking
an encleavor like the Mars
projecl.

“IN ewerybody thought the

If evervlbody thowught the saite,
it world be o disaster”

Raob Manning
About working on the Mars Explorafion Pover mession

Wiednosday, hearing ltom
MASA englncers aboul each
Al il s Mafs raver peaj
ect, from the develapment of
thar techrology s the testing
of tha eepudgrment (o the
Tmnch

Teah Manning, who wiorked
on cairy, desoent and lanad-

simie, il would be a disaster.”
Munmimgg caid

Griesedieck sald Man
ning's commenis could e
applicd 1o the mural peoject
s weel ], which demmond sl
cremtive ihinking and spon-
||]|:|'iI::| ot ol f1s coiribi -
1ars.

Students ol ok i peek
al the Mars Science Lolsra-
tary, asix-whecled rover that
is still in development anil
will lse sent L Mars in 2008
s Ik o adgnis of Nile

Laura Widholem, 14, sald
she thoughl (he eams arks-
tic creation woilld help
deeument the technolbogy
that was used lasend the
roaers 4o Mors,

I ihink i1 will he nice,
esprcinlly for historical pur
poses,” she saiid

DeVore sald he wosn't yedt
auine whaon the team would
atart hailding their contrita-
wiism e the moueral, since the
ikl les compreiition senson
gets underway in fameary,
syhien e stugdents will hayve
sy werks jo bulld a rmobot
that can compleie specificd
1asks,




